17. H. Sugiyama, I. Ito, M. Watanabe, Neuron 3, 129 (1989 Response: Maliszewski correctly points out that CD14 can be found not only on the cell surface but also in culture supernatants of CD14-bearing cells and in human plasma (1) . This observation was first made in 1985 and has been confirmed and extended (2) . Because cell surface CD14 binds LPS-LBP complexes and appears crucial for initiating responses to LPS (3), Maliszewski hypothesizes that soluble CD14 may "neutralize" LPS-LBP complexes and thereby prevent responses to LPS. While this hypothesis is attractive on theoretical grounds, other observations suggest that soluble CD14 competes inefficiently with cell-bound CD14.
Bazil et al. (2) estimated the concentration of CD14 in plasma from healthy adults to be 2 to 6 [ig/ml. This concentration (-10-`M)
is over a thousand times greater than the peak concentration of LPS (2 x 10-11 M) observed in human serum during sepsis (4). Thus, humans can respond to LPS briskly, and fatal- 
